
Join Us This Spring! 



EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Columbia, South Carolina 

EASTER 
April 5, 2026 

 
God Calls Us to Gather and Worship 

 
AS YOU ENTER THE SANCTUARY 

In Christ’s name, we welcome you to Eastminster. We hope that you will feel the love and peace of Christ as you worship 
with us. Please take this time to silence the world and focus your heart and mind on worshiping our Living God. 

“So welcome each other, in the same way that Christ also welcomed you, for God’s glory.”  Romans 15:7. 

 
PRELUDE 

Feierlicher Einzug (Processional Entry)                 Strauss/arr. Honoré 
 
WELCOME                       Dr. Bradley D. Smith 

Gwyneth Walker

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                  Rev. W. Croskeys Royall 

Leader:  Friday the earth was shaken. Love was crushed. The light was snuffed out. God was defeated. Jesus  
   was dead. Hope was lost. 
People: But this morning Mary Magdalene couldn't not come. She found the stone removed from the 
   tomb. She told the disciples. The sun rose. The SON ROSE! 
Leader:  Some of you, and many others around the world, have endured the earth quaking, love being crushed, 
   the light being snuffed out, and hope being lost. 
People: But this is Sunday when we remember that Christ has conquered sin and death, that light  
   overcomes darkness, and hope overcomes despair. 
 
†*HYMN OF ADORATION #232 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                      EASTER HYMN 

1. Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! who did once upon the 
cross, Alleluia! suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! who endured 
the cross and grave, Alleluia! sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!  

3. But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! our salvation have procured. Alleluia! Now above the 
sky he’s King, Alleluia! where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!  

4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! praise eternal as God’s love. Alleluia! Praise our God, ye heav-
enly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!  

WELCOME TO EASTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

For detailed information and to register for the below programs and events, visit  
our website: https://eastminsterpres.org/  

Join us for Confirmation Sunday on April 12th: as we recognize and celebrate our 2026 Confirmands at 11:15 a.m. Sanctuary 
worship. 

Holy Rest: A Contemplative Retreat May 1-4 at Montreat. Join us for this time away to rest and recharge, drawing near to God 
in the awe-inspiring natural beauty of the Blue Ridge. All adults are invited to join us.  

Seniors’ Tour of Cypress Gardens is Tuesday, April 14th: You can sign up under Upcoming Events. The cost is only $7, and it 
is going to be fun! We’ll depart from EPC at 9 a.m. via bus and return by 4:30 p.m. If you have questions about EPC’s Seniors’ 
Ministry, contact Kristy Stoneburner (kstoneburner@eastminsterpres.org). 

Eastminster Experience (E2) Summer Internships for College-aged Co-eds: If you would like to learn more about working 
at a church, apply for an E2 internship. Applications can be downloaded under Upcoming Events and are due to Rev. Rob 
Schoonover by April 20th. 

WE@EPC Three-week Classes and Meals begin April 15th (5:15 p.m.): There will be additional WE@EPC meals and even-
ing classes on April 15th, 22nd & 29th after a two-week break. Post-Lent offerings include The Barmen Declaration Study with Dr. 
Douglass Key in the Adult Reception Hall (ARH), and GriefShare with Rev. Emily Mooneyhan in Room E-358. Visit Upcoming 
Events for more details. 

EPW Lunch & Learn: Worship Arts Adult Reception Hall (ARH) at noon on April 16th, 23rd & 30th for lunch, fellowship and 
study, with staff-led workshops on faithful creative expressions: handlettering, devotional writing, and music. Register online under 
upcoming events to pre-order lunch (or bring your own).  

Transitions Third Thursday is April 16th: Volunteers are needed to serve either the lunch or dinner meal, and donations of pas-
ta salad, pound cake, bananas, and bottled water are due to the Church Staff Kitchen by 3 p.m. on the 16th. Visit Upcoming 
Events to sign up. 

Join us for a Concert in the Courtyard on Sunday, April 19th: hosted by Worship & Music and EAA. Enjoy upbeat family-
friendly music from movies, musical theatre, opera, and more. Admission is free, and there will be food trucks along Trenholm 
Road. 

Mindfulness Mondays in April and May- Third Mondays at 5 p.m. Join us in the parlor on April 20th and May 18th to pray 
for our church family and practice other mindful techniques. All are welcome. 

EPW Sisters in Christ Dinner is Tuesday, April 21st: in Thompson Hall (TH). Mark your calendars for this annual dinner. En-
joy a delicious meal with friends as we celebrate our Honorary Lifetime Membership Award recipients and hear about upcoming 
studies. 

Lightly Seasoned Spring Social is Thursday, April 23rd: (7 p.m.-9 p.m). at Karen and Johnny Hudgens’ home. If you are in 
your 50’s - 60’s and looking to reconnect with church friends, please join us. We are couples, singles, and some empty nesters. We 
gather for fellowship, pray for church members, and enjoy catching up.  

Children’s Emphasis Sunday is April 26th: Our EPC Children’s Choir and our Day School children will perform during both 
sanctuary worship services. Threes will sing during 9 a.m. worship, and fours will sing during 11:15 a.m. worship.  

Blessing of the Animals Peace Service on the Field is April 26th at 4 p.m.: Invite the neighbors and bring your pets as we 
bless our furry family members, remembering the joy they bring to us and our call to care for the earth and its creatures. Each pet 
will receive a special blessing and commemorative certificate. This is a family-friendly, community event.  

DEACONS: MARY FRANCES JOWERS AND KIRSTIN DIMARCO 
HEAD USHER: RYAN BARNES (8:45 AM) SCOT SEIGLER (10:30 AM) 

 
CCLI LICENSE NO. 1892950              ONELICENSE.NET # 735640-A 

 
 

STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Bradley D. Smith, Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Douglass D. Key, Senior Associate Pastor Rev. W. Croskeys Royall, Associate Pastor Rev. Emily Mooneyhan 

Rev. Robert Schoonover, Associate Pastor Rev. Dr. Carol J. Byrd, Parish Associate Fredna Lee, Director of Music Ministry 

Alisha Hudson, Business Administrator Blythe Lewis, Sr. Communications Officer Louis Shirer, Organist 

Katie Herndon, Day School Director Christy Rippy, Treasurer Dr. Augie Gil, Director of Worship & Arts 

Emily Higgins, Middle School Youth Director Emmet Hough, Director of Christian Life Center Caroline Bennett, Small Groups & Librarian 

Alex Rogers, Plant Operations Director  James Cassidy, A/V Director 

mailto:kstoneburner@eastminsterpres.org


*PRAYER OF ADORATION AND AFFIRMATION            
Lord of Light and Life, God of Power and Purpose, 
Thank you that you gave your life as a ransom for us. 
Through the mighty resurrection of your Son, 
You have overcome death, and conquered sin! 
In Jesus, our risen Lord, you opened the gate of everlasting life. 
Thank you, O Master, that you are the Light of the World, 
Thank you, O Good Shepherd, that you are present with us always,  
Thank you, O King, that you are the Resurrection and the Life. 
Grant that we, being dead to sin, and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 
May reign with him in glory, who with you and the Holy Spirit is alive, 
One God, now and forever. Amen 
 

 
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE TO THE AFFIRMATION 

Crown Him With Many Crowns                   DIADEMATA 
1. Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon the throne; hark, how the heavenly anthem 

drowns all music but its own! Awake, my soul and sing of Him who died for thee, and hail Him 
as thy matchless King through all eternity! 

4. Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave and rose victorious in the strife for 
those He came to save. His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high, Who died, eternal 
life to bring and lives that death may die! 

 
**TIME WITH THE CHILDREN                    

The 3K — 5K children come to the front and bring their offering. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Rev. Dr. Douglass D. Key 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

SIGNING OF FRIENDSHIP REGISTER AND OFFERING  
If you or someone you know is in need of special prayer today or if you would like to speak personally with a 
pastor about making a first time commitment to Christ or growing in the Christian faith and discipleship, a 
pastor is on hand to speak with you following the worship service today by the pulpit in the front of the  
Sanctuary. 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM 

Festival Easter Hymn on Grafton                      K. Lee Scott

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Tell it out with joyful voice: He has burst his three day prison, let the whole wide earth rejoice. Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Christ is risen from the grave. Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts and hands to heaven raise; sing to God a hymn of gladness, sing to 
God a hymn of praise. Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the grave. Now the iron bars are broken, Christ from death to life is 
born, glorious life and life immortal, on this holy Easter morn. Allelulia! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the grave. Come with hearts 
and voices ringing, glorious is the morning ray; earth and hav’n with joy are singing on this high triumphant day. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ is risen from the grave. 

 

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye 
heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

To the glory of God and in loving memory of Dot and Bill Halligan by their family 
Given to the glory of God and in memory of our parents  - Allison & Harriet Kuhn and Bill & Edna Hardin by Charles & Mary Hardin 
I will love you forever, you are my heart and soul. In memory of Happy Hays - Terry  
In honor of Betty Barton - we love you! Robert and Carol Hill 
In honor of or three precious grandsons: Daniel, Beau and Charlie - Love, Oliver and Susie Hines 
To the glory of God and in thanksgiving for Eastminster Presbyterian Church - Kappy and William Hubbard 
In loving memory of James "Jim" Johnson - Rose Ann Johnson and the Hudson family 
In loving memory of Will Hudson - John, Julie, Jack and Henry Hudson 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Alex Jenkins, beloved husband, father and grandfather by Betty Jenkins and family 
In loving memory of Butch Jones, who will always be in my heart - Susan 
In loving memory of Grady B. Kay, Jr. 
In honor of our children Amelia & Jordan Kay and Adriana & Matthew Kay, rejoicing in the promise of Easter. Lisa and Bryan Kay 
In honor of our grandchildren Thayer Kay, Grady Kay, and Alder Kay, with grateful hearts this Easter season. Lisa and Bryan Kay 
In honor of our parents and grandparents, Steve & Sharon Bryant, and Martha Chandler. We love you! Paige, Cordes, & Baxter Kennedy 
In honor of our brothers, sister-in-law, nieces, and cousins—Will Kennedy, and Peyton, Lyndey, Ellery, and Addy Bryant. We love you! 
 Paige, Cordes, and Baxter Kennedy 
Given by the Kososki family in memory of Jeff Kososki 
In memory of my dear husband Hal 
In memory of our friend Charlie Weston 
In honor of our wonderful, caring pastors 
In honor of Phylis and Bob Staton 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. Guy Lewis by Octavia, Patrick and Christina, Andrew and Andrea Lewis, and grandson 
 Dylan Lewis 
In loving memory of Giles Richard Locke, III and Judith B Locke.  We love and miss you! - Sarah and Mark Locke and Family 
In loving memory of James Alexander Bovaird, III.  We love and miss you!  - Sarah and Mark Locke and Family 
In loving memory of our parents, Dr. Paul and Dr. Sara Lovingood, by Vivian Lovingood, Belinda Lennon, and Kevin Lovingood.   
Given to the Glory of God in Loving Memory of Felton and Jean Lowrey, Parents of Andy Lowrey. 
Given to the Glory of God in Loving Memory of Harry and Carolyn Cromer, Parents of Jan Lowrey. 
Given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Lucas Huffstetler by Anna Beth Huffstetler and the Lowrey Family. 
Eternally grateful that I was born to a loving mother, Gena McGowan. I will forever appreciate your and your gifts. - Bryant 
In honor of Alison McGowan - I am appreciative of your love and forgiveness as we journey through our 34 years of navigating love, 
laughter and family - always, Bryant 
In loving memory of Helen, Ginny and Claude McMillan by Liz McMillan and Keith Postal 
In loving memory of Josephine, Gus and Nancy Postal by Liz McMillan and Keith Postal 
In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hall McWilliams and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Larry Esteen Pedrick and  
 Mr. And Mrs. William Reece McWilliams by their children and grandchildren. 
In honor of Kathy Moca and in memory of Carlos Moca 
In honor of Anna Belle Kibler and in memory of Marshall Kibler 
In honor of Croskeys Royall, Emily Higgins and Rob Schoonover, with thanksgiving 
In loving memory of our father and grandfather, David Evans Moffat.  
In loving memory of our grandparents: Teddy & Mary Jane King, Miriam & Robert Moffat, and Lt. Col. William L. Glasgow. 
In celebration of the marriage of our son, Rex, and his wonderful wife, Becca, on April 4, 2026.  Lots of love and prayers for a lifetime of 
 adventures.  Mom & Dad (Beth & Hampton Oliver) 
In loving memory of our precious grandson, William “Beau” Snell given by Deane & Susan Pennington  
In honor of George and Michelle Kennedy, our most favorite special friends. We love you! - Callie and Finnley Poston 
We love you Mom - Blake, Cameron and Rowdy 
In honor of Mitzie Trotter, with love - Cameron, Susan and Bill 
In loving memory of Juda Reinhardt by her family 
In honor of Nancy Brown, by her grandchildren, Lee Rhodes, Virginia Rhodes and Norris Rhodes 
In honor of Ginger Rhodes, by her grandchildren, Lee Rhodes, Virginia Rhodes, Rollins Rhodes, Norris Rhodes and Margot Rhodes 
In memory of Clinky and Cordes Seabrook from Anne and March Seabrook 
In honor of Betty Anne Richardson and in memory of Don Richardson III from Anne and March Seabrook  
In loving Memory of Walter Monteith given by Liz, Clay, Campbell, Charlie, and Sazy Sharpe 
In loving Memory of Ronnie Sharpe given by Clay, Liz, Campbell, Charlie, Sazy, and Carol Sharpe 
In honor of Susan Jones. With love, your Sisters Together in Christ. 
Dedicated in honor of Stephen and Robin Simmons, those that have guided me in the path of God. In memory of Lt. Col. Leon and 
Mary Simmons, Albert Vance Richardson, and Betty Richardson whom will always be apart of me. 
Becky Airheart and Julie McCue  - For all the love you pour into the Soul Sisters Small Group.  We love and appreciate you 
In honor of Mitzie Trotter - Sandy 
To the Glory of God and in loving memory of George Alexander and Margaret Huffman Jenkins, and George Alexander Jenkins, Jr. 
In loving memory of our parents, Mr. & Mrs. Jake Strait and Mr. & Mrs. Eutace Studstill by Martha and Harvey Studstill.  
In memory of Hepsy and Clayton Parham, loving parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents. Catherine and Walt Theus, Emily Theus, 
 Greer and Spencer Mac Adams and Teddy Mac Adams. 
In memory of Brad Whitlock, we love you, Mom, the Lindsay family, and the Lucas family 
In loving memory of our “Pops,” Daryl Williams. We miss you so incredibly much. With love, Matt, Margaret, Gracie, and Dottie 
In loving memory of our grandparents, Bebe Gray and Gene Rohrer 
We lost you 5 years ago. Not a day goes by that we don't think of you. We love you Kacy and miss you every day -  
 John and Kathy Winterhalter 



OFFICER’S PRAYER                       Perry Crosthwaite 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS   

Unison Reading: Luke 8:1-8                    Page 62 
Soon afterward he went on through one town and village after another, proclaiming and bringing the 
good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, 2 as well as some women who had been 
cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone 
out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered 
to them out of their own resources. 4 When a large crowd was gathering, as people were coming to 
him from town after town, he said in a parable: 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed, and as he sowed 
some fell on a path and was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6 Some fell on rock, and as 
it grew up it withered for lack of moisture. 7 Some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and 
choked it. 8 Some fell into good soil, and when it grew it produced a hundredfold.” As he said this, he 
called out, “If you have ears to hear, then hear!” 

Scripture Focus:  John 20:1-18                  Page 108 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord! 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON                      Rev. Dr. Bradley D. Smith 
“My Father and Your Father, My God and Your God” 
 

*HYMN OF DEDICATION #611 
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                        ODE TO JOY 

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
opening to the sun above. Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away. Giver 
of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

2. All thy works with joy surround thee; earth and heaven reflect thy rays; stars and angels sing 
around thee, center of unbroken praise. Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, 
flashing sea, chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 

3. Mortals join the happy chorus which the morning stars began. Love divine is reigning o’er us, join-
ing all in heaven’s plan. Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife. Joyful music 
leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL RESPONSE TO THE BENEDICTION 

No. 44, Hallelujah                        G. F. Handel 

Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah! 

 

For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth!  
Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah! 

 

The kingdom of this world is become The kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ! 
And he shall reign for ever and ever! 

 

King of kings and Lord of lords! King of kings and Lord of lords! 
And He shall reign forever and ever! Forever and ever! 

 

Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah! 
 
POSTLUDE 

Carillon in B-Flat Major                       Louis Vierne 

WELCOME TO EASTMINSTER 
We are delighted that you have chosen to celebrate this Lord’s Day with us, and we hope that in a real and meaningful 
way you will sense God’s presence, power, and purpose among us. If you would like for us to connect with you, please 
scan the QR code or leave your contact information in the Friendship Pad when it is passed.  

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP? 
Contact Katie Barthel at kbarthel@eastminsterpres.org or 803-256-1654 to learn more and find out about our next First Step 
class, a class designed to help you learn about Eastminster and our ongoing ministries. 

 
April 12, 2026 
 Rev. Rob Schoonover 
 Confirmation Sunday 

Memorials and Honoraria 

In loving memory of Mary Louise “Weesie” Anderson by Joe and Carol Anderson. 
In loving memory of Furman and Evelyn Gerrard by Joe and Carol Anderson. 
In loving memory of Joe and Clarissa Anderson by Joe and Carol Anderson.  
In honor of our grandchildren, Clarke, Foster, Evelyn, Ivy, Yates and Wren.  
In honor of the Weekly Weeders 
In memory of Fran Hall DiBiase. Given with love by Mac, Carmen, Tilden and Carter Atkins 
In memory of Mac T. Atkins, Jr. Given with love by Mac, Carter, Tilden and Carter Atkins  
In memory of Richard Baldauf, and in honor of our girls Mary Pat and Beth Baldauf - Mary Baldauf 
In memory of Rhett Barker by Jake and Mary Barker 
In memory of Andy Greenberg by Jake and Mary Barker 
In memory of Shellie Barker by Jake and Mary Barker 
In memory of Emma Lafitte by Jake and Mary Barker 
In loving memory of Florence Moffett Fowler - Ginger Bates, Reese Bates Stanton and Tucker Bates 
In loving memory of Brian Bates - Ginger Bates, Reese Bates Stanton and Tucker Bates 
In loving memory of Sarah, Roy and Steve Bates - Ginger Bates, Reese Bates Stanton and Tucker Bates 
To the glory of God and honor of Peggy M. Batten 
In loving memory of Emilie and Keith Benson, and Paul Benson by Phyllis and George Beighley, George Beighley, Jr. and Kathryn 
 Beighley Dinkins 
In loving memory of Martha and Jack Beighley by Phyllis and George Beighley, George Beighley, Jr. and Kathryn Benson Beighley 
In loving memory of Mark and Dorothy Zander and John and Olive Palmer with love from their grandchildren and great grandchildren  
In loving memory of Joseph and Caryl Jeanne Cathou from their son and daughter-in-law Joseph P. and Martha L. Cathou 
In loving memory of Doug and Martha Lott from their daughter and son-in-law Martha L. and Joseph Cathou 
In loving memory of Douglas Lott from his sister and brother-in-law Martha L. and Joseph P. Cathou 
Dad, Pops, Wayne-We miss you and our hearts are heavy but we are at peace because we know you are in the hands of our Lord.-Mom, 
 Kendall, Chris, Sarah, Lilly and Alex 
In loving memory of our parents: Helen and Sarkis Derderian and Christine and Lawrence Melancon - Vicky and Sark Derderian 
Dedicated in loving memory of Cindy Derrick by her family:  George, Todd, Shannon, Morgan, McCade and Carson  
To the glory of God and in honor of my beautiful family: John, Kim, Charles, Sanders and Will - Sissy Dickerson 
In loving memory of Meg Dillard from Jim Dillard 
In loving memory of Meg Dillard from Alex, Sarah & Hank Dillard 
In loving memory of Meg Dillard from Anne, Coke, Mary Margaret & Virginia Mann 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Randall - Dunny and Carol Dunlap 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy L. Dunlap - Dunny and Carolyn Dunlap 
In loving memory of Dale Earhardt by Wayne Earhardt 
With love and pride for Elise, Ainsley, Trent, Darcy and Sean by Dale and Wayne Earhardt 
With love and affection for our grandchildren: Hayden, McLain, Graham and Banks by Dale and Wayne Earhardt 
In loving memory of Bartow Gilbert by Betty Gilbert and family 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Phyllis and Joe Williams by their family 


