and killed Ecgfrith at the battle of Nechtansmere near Forfar
in 685.This may be the military event depicted on the nearby
Aberlemno Stone, though it was actually carved at least a
century later. Bridei dealt not only with the Anglian threat
but did much to restore active royal authority throughout
most of Pictland.

Pictland was also fortunate in having a succession of
dynamic and successful kings to follow Bridei. By the
middle of the eighth century Angus mac Fergus had not
only managed to ensure Pictland’s independence but had
actually captured Dunadd and established himself as overlord
of Dal Riata. He then turned his attention to the British
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